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By Hedrick Belin

* In the past 30 years, the
federal government has

pollutants such as lead,
mercury or PCBs, from
damaging the natural
environment and human
health. Unfortunately, the

with female characteris- -
tics such as eggs — that

in the Potomac and the.
Shenandoah rivers are a--
troubling indicator of new
pollutants in the water. -
These emerging contami-
" nants also pose a threat
to drinking water because
older systems are not
designed to filter these
compounds and, as a.
-result, don't protect us
very well.
_For the past two years, -

explored the intersex fish

phenomena and

researched the issue of

| endocrine-disrupting com-
"pounds. We find that the

presencé of these sub--

stances to be a disturbing

| ‘quality and perhaps -

future generations. .
The conservancy’s “fish

_ public awareness of these
t - important questions and
_ highlights the need to .
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taken steps to limit legacy

intersex fish — male fish -

have been found recently -

Potomac Conservancy has '

portent of declining water .

human health for this and

mystery” campaign raises

' find answers-td these

pressing water quality
and health issues.
The conservancy recently

‘presented a petition from

more than 5,000 areas
residents to Rep. Jim. .
Moran (D-Va.) that. -
expresses their concern

- for the lack of 21st-centu-

ry scientific testing for
the chemicals compounds -
that can mimic natural
hormones and disrupt the

endocrine system, In addi--

tion, the petitioners
believe that Congress
needs to update the regu-
latory framework to deal
with these new pollutants
found in the Potomac
River, Shenandoah River -

-and other tributaries and

calls for more accountabil-
ity and interagency coor-
dination,

As chairman of the
appropriations subcom-.
mittee on the Interior and
the Environment, Moran
introduced the Endocrine
Disruptor Screening

. Enhancement Act (H.R.

5210), legislation that will
update the original
Endocrine Disruptor
Screening Program, which
wag established in 1996 to

 test all pesticides that.
" may. come into contact:

with food for their ablhty
to interfere with the
body's hormonal system::

.. The act directs the EPA -
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to establish a -ﬁroéram o
that tests chémicals fou'nd

- in drinking water to

determine whether they
are-endocrine disrupters
and if so, to determine the
extent of their abilify to =
interfere with the body’s
hormonal system. = -~ -
The Potomac Conservan-
cy agrees with Moran that -
we need increased fand-- . ¢
ing for current research to
understand hetter the |

-effects of endocrine dig-. .
rupters on human health, -
_ including children, and . -
. ‘modified testing and eval-

vation protocols to be able
to screen more compounds
and combinations of com-

" pounds on an annual

basis under the leadér- -
ship of the National Insti-
tute of Environmental -
Health Sciences,

- Our goal should be to err:

ot the side of caution and .
keep endocrine disrupting
compounds out of the

water, rather than trying
to remove them once m

the water. :
~ We believe that stringent
enforcement of updated -
rules and a cautionary
approach to mtroducmg
new substances is the . .

" “only way to protect the:

source of our drinking -
water from contamina-. -
{ion, :
Belin is presadent of the
Potomac Conseruancy
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